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Create your MOOC with the Centre Virchow-Villermé 
Guidelines 

 

 

1. What is a MOOC ?  
  

A MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) is a class delivered on the Internet open 
to everyone. In addition to short videos (5-10 minutes max), readings, quizzes 
and problem sets, MOOCs are designed to facilitate interaction between 
participants, the teacher and the teaching assistants. 

 

A MOOC is typically a short course, lasting only 5 to 12 weeks. Participants who 
finish successfully earn an attestation or a certificate of completion rather than a 
diploma. 

 

Offering quality content for anyone eager to expand their knowledge - provided 
an Internet access -, MOOCs participate in a new paradigm for education, which will 
be more open and more focused on participants’ activities and uses. 
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2. Regarding the course I would like to create. What should I 
keep in mind ? What questions do I need to ask myself ? 

  

• What is the audience that I would like to reach with my course?  Is my course 
adapted to this audience ? 

• How could I adapt my course to the MOOC format (video sections of around 
10 min. each in 5 or 6 sessions with problem sets and quizzes) ? 

• What do I want them to learn : How can I highlight in my presentation and 
my course the key concepts for the MOOC participants ? 

  

Ø Remember: Keep in mind that it is the passion for the course you teach that 
you will share. The conciseness and clarity of the content are key elements. 
The pedagogical team will help you with the recording. Don’t hesitate to ask 
them if you have any special requirements. 

  

A/ Regarding the PowerPoint Slides : 

• Clear (some bullet points to present the outlines). 
• More pictures and graphs than long text : your voice will be the text. 
• Print that is big enough to be read using smart phones. 
• Check that the selected image material carries a Creative Commons 

licence.  
  

We will provide you a template for your slides. 

  

B/ Regarding the recording : 

We will have only a few days to record the whole MOOC. It will be intense. Here is 
some advice to make it more comfortable for you : 

• If you are not comfortable with improvisation, you can prepare a text and read 
it (using an iPad prompter, for example). We suggest that you prepare a draft 
even if you are improvising. It will help us to edit the video later. 

• The lights can make the room hot. Avoid wearing too warm clothing.  
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3. I am ready to record! What options do we offer you ? 
  

Depending on the recording capacities you are offered you may choose between 
being filmed :  

• In studio (You may find it difficult to be facing a camera in a studio but it 
enables you to do several takes, as necessary, and to speak from a script. It 
may also make the editing easier.) 

• On screencast (By webcam. It may be easier to record this way, especially 
when the speaker cannot travel to Paris.  A minimum sound and video quality 
needs to be preserved though.) 

  

è A selection of possibilities: 
  

A/ Slides with only a voice and with only the speaker in full screen at the 
beginning and at the end : 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

B/ A discussion : 
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C/ Course content with the teacher appearing on the screen : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



5 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 

4. Of what do I have to be aware ? 
  

• Look at the camera. Eye contact is important to establish a relationship 
between you and the MOOC participant. 

• Avoid speaking too fast. Participants may not speak the same language as 
you. 

• Wear clothes that won’t impair the quality of the recording. Bring several outfits 
to change between multiple sessions. The following advice may help. 
   

A recent study (Guo Philip J., Juho Kim, and Rob Rubin. "How video production 
affects student engagement: An empirical study of mooc videos." Proceedings of the 
first ACM conference on Learning@ scale conference) on what video format most 
encourages learner participation gave the following results. Maybe it can help you 
decide which one is the best for your MOOC. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.nacubo.org/Distance_Learning/Speakers_Corner/What_To_Wear_On_Camera.html
http://pgbovine.net/publications/edX-MOOC-video-production-and-engagement_LAS-2014.pdf
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5. What am I expected to do when the MOOC is running ? 
 

• Take some time to check the discussion forums on the MOOC. 
• Answer the participants’ questions directly on the forums if needed. 
• Produce a summary for each week pointing out the main difficulties 

encountered by the participants during the week and how to resolve such 
difficulties.  

• For all these tasks, especially answering questions on the discussion forums 
and assessing homework, you may need the help of a teaching assistant. 
Please notice that the Centre Virchow-Villermé can help you with the 
animation of the MOOC but cannot provide you with a teaching assistant. 

 

_____ 

 

Ø To conclude, we see a MOOC as a product  emerging from discussion and  
negotiation between the teacher and the pedagogical team. So please feel 
comfortable to tell us if you have need of anything or have suggestions to 
improve the MOOC adventure that we are about to embark on together. 

 

 


